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David Frederick represents clients across a broad
spectrum, principally in appellate courts. He has argued more
than 100 appeals, including 48 in the Supreme Court. In the
Supreme Court, he has represented individuals, workers,
investors, immigrants, classes of consumers, farmers, Native
Americans, small corporations, public-sector unions, trade
associations, large companies, foreign governments, States
(Alaska, Delaware, New Hampshire, South Carolina,
Tennessee, and Vermont), the European Union, and the
United States. David is the only advocate in private practice
to have won or successfully settled cases in the Supreme
Court the past twelve years in a row.
In the lower courts, among other clients, David has
served as lead counsel for the National Credit Union
Administration in its efforts to recover significant losses from
Wall Street banks’ sale of faulty mortgage-backed securities
that caused five of the largest credit unions to fail in the
Great Recession. To date, those efforts have resulted in the
recovery of more than $3 billion to the NCUA.
David has been active philanthropically in numerous
communities. He and his wife provide funding for eight
scholarships at the University of Pittsburgh and at Oxford

University, and seven public service internships at Pitt, Johns
Hopkins, and University of Texas Law School. They also
support a wide range of arts, health, environmental, and
community service organizations in Washington, D.C., and
San Antonio, Texas. They are actively working on three land
conservation projects in Fairfax and Stafford Counties,
Virginia. For nine years, David coached Little League
baseball in McLean, Virginia.
A former law clerk to Justice Byron White and Judge
Joseph Sneed, David graduated from the University of Texas
School of Law (J.D., with honors); University of Oxford
(University College) (D.Phil.), where he was a Rhodes
Scholar; and University of Pittsburgh (B.A., summa cum laude),
where he was a Truman Scholar. David served in the
Department of Justice as Assistant to the Solicitor General
(1996-2001) and as Counselor to the Inspector General
(1995-1996). He is the author of three books: Supreme Court
and Appellate Advocacy (West 2d ed. 2010, with a foreword by
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg); The Art of Oral Advocacy (West
2d ed. 2011); and Rugged Justice: The Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals and the American West, 1891-1941 (UC Berkeley 1994,
with a foreword by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor). Since
2001, David has been a partner at Kellogg, Huber, Hansen,
Todd, Evans & Figel, P.L.L.C.

